
 

 

Aethelflaed 2018 
FREE Teaching pack for Gloucester schools 

Help Gloucester celebrate one of its most influential historical figures 

Dear Gloucester Primary Schools, 

Did you know that 12th June 2018 will mark 1,100 years since the death of Aethelflaed, the most powerful 
woman of the Anglo-Saxon era, whose remains are buried at St Oswald’s Priory in Gloucester?   

As part of this celebration we have commissioned a local teacher from Kingsholm Primary School to put 
together a teaching pack which will be linked to the KS2 curriculum. The pack will be all about the world of 
Aethelflaed and the Anglo-Saxons.  The schools’ pack will be available for schools by the Easter holidays – 
ready for teaching in the summer term.  It’s also free! 

In order to provide the best possible pack support is being given by Gloucester City Council archaeologist, 
Andrew Armstrong.  We have also commissioned award winning illustrator, Kate Sheppard, to add some 
exciting illustrations. Kate lives in Gloucestershire and has illustrated two of the Horrible Histories books, 
amongst many other things. 

Some of the topics of focus will include: 

- Anglo-Saxons: An overview of the time in history 
- Map work on the kingdoms in England in the time of the Anglo-Saxons 
- A timeline of Aethelflaed’s life 
- The importance of Aethelflaed’s life in British History. Who was she? How did she rule?  
- Aethelflaed and her importance as a female leader 

The teaching pack will provide teaching ideas and all the resources needed to deliver exciting lessons.  
Teachers might choose to use the pack for a one-off history lesson, a history day or even a history week 
dedicated to Aethelflaed. The lessons will also easily fit into any topics based on Anglo-Saxons or Vikings.     

To register your interest for the teaching pack and to be added to the circulation list, please email us at 
michelle@gloucesterculture.co.uk.  The pack can be provided both electronically and as a hardcopy.   

This schools’ pack forms part of the wider series of celebrations happening in Gloucester throughout the 
year – all to mark the significant anniversary of Aethelflaed.  All of this is happening in partnership with 
Gloucester City Council, Marketing Gloucester and other local partners.  You can read more here.   

Some of the other activities available for schools and young people are: 

• Schools’ day at St Oswalds (incl geophysical surveys of the site and other activities) 
Thursday 7th or Friday 8th June, 9:30am-11:30am or 12:45pm-2:45pm, times negotiable.   
To express interest on behalf of your school, please email Pat Roberts at 
pat.roberts@pelicano.plus.com  

• Children’s Anglo Saxon Day at St Michael’s Tower, delivered by Gloucester Civic Trust and 
opportunities to take part in Anglo-Saxon music activities (further information to follow) 

We hope you would like to hear more about the teaching pack as well as the wider Aethelflaed programme 
happening in the City.   

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Gloucester Culture Trust 

mailto:michelle@gloucesterculture.co.uk
http://www.gloucestershirelive.co.uk/news/gloucester-news/fearsome-lady-mercia-who-united-1024577
mailto:pat.roberts@pelicano.plus.com

